Ethiopia, Egypt reach ‘major common understanding’ on dam

By CARA ANNA, ELIAS MESERET and ISABEL DEBRE  July 22, 2020

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Ethiopia’s prime minister said Tuesday his country, Egypt and Sudan have

reached a “major common understanding which paves the way for a breakthrough agreement” on a massive

dam project that has led to sharp regional tensions and led some to fear military conflict.
The statement by Abiy Ahmed’s office came as new satellite images show the water level in the reservoir

behind the nearly completed $4.6 billion Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam is at its highest in at least four

years.
Ethiopia has said the rising water is from heavy rains, and the new statement said that “it has become
evident over the past two weeks in the rainy season that the (dam’s) first-year filling is achieved and the
dam under construction is already overtopping.”

Ethiopia has said it would begin filling the reservoir of the dam, Africa’s largest, this month even without a
deal as the rainy season floods the Blue Nile. But the new statement says the three countries’ leaders have
agreed to pursue “further technical discussions on the filling ... and proceed to a comprehensive agreement.”
The statement did not give details on Tuesday’s discussions, mediated by current African Union chair and

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, or what had been agreed upon.

But the talks among the country’s leaders showed the critical importance placed on finding a way to resolve
tensions over the storied Nile River, a lifeline for all involved.

Ethiopia says the colossal dam offers a critical opportunity to pull millions of its nearly 110 million citizens
out of poverty and become a major power exporter. Downstream Egypt, which depends on the Nile to
supply its farmers and booming population of 100 million with fresh water, asserts that the dam poses an
existential threat.

Negotiators have said key questions remain about how much water Ethiopia will release downstream if a
multi-year drought occurs and how the countries will resolve any future disputes. Ethiopia rejects binding
arbitration at the final stage.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi stressed Egypt’s “sincere will to continue to achieve progress over
the disputed issues,” a spokesman’s statement said. It said the leaders agreed to “give priority to developing
a binding legal commitment regarding the basis for filling and operating the dam.”

Sudanese Irrigation Minister Yasser Abbas told reporters in the capital, Khartoum, that once the agreement

has been solidified, Ethiopia will retain the right to amend some figures relating to the dam’s operation
during drought periods. “Generally, the atmosphere was positive” during the talks, he said.

Abbas said the leaders agreed on Ethiopia’s right to build additional reservoirs and other projects as long as
it notifies the downstream countries, in line with international law.

“There are other sticking points, but if we agree on this basic principle, the other points will automatically
be solved,” he said.

Both Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok and Ethiopia’s leader called Tuesday’s meeting “fruitful.”




“It is absolutely necessary that Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia, with the support of the African Union, come to

an agreement that preserves the interest of all parties,” Moussa Faki Mahamat, chairman of the AU

commission, said on Twitter, adding that the Nile “should remain a source of peace.”

Years of talks with a variety of mediators, including the Trump administration, have failed to produce a
solution.

Now satellite images of the reservoir filling are adding fresh urgency. The latest imagery taken Tuesday
“certainly shows the highest water levels behind the dam in at least the past four years,” said Stephen Wood,

senior director with Maxar News Bureau.

Kevin Wheeler, a researcher at the Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford, told the AP last

week that fears of any immediate water shortage “are not justified at this stage at all and the escalating
rhetoric is more due to changing power dynamics in the region.
However, “if there were a drought over the next several years, that certainly could become a risk,” he said.

< Meseret reported from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. >

This combination image made from satellite images taken on Friday, June 26, 2020, above, and Sunday,
July 12, 2020, below, shows the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Blue Nile river in the

Benishangul-Gumuz region of Ethiopia. New satellite imagery shows the reservoir behind Ethiopia's

disputed hydroelectric dam beginning to fill, but an analyst says it's likely due to seasonal rains instead of

government action. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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Length 6,650 km (4,132 mi)

Width 8 km (5 mi)
Basin 3,400,000 km? (1,312,747 sq mi)
Discharge 2,830 m3/s (99,941 cu ft/s)

SAOR)TiEFAILINKRIZEHR . FIITRNALANDOE
SHEFAMIINDORSICNETHONERE, FMILIIDORZRERIE
TJILoTDIL G400 F) IZH LTSRN AL BT S
MNEEZLDNDFTENZD,

D47 T7HRIEFEETOHNFTIETHY. RKELZLY,
TR )T DS TRIET4OMITHAILELEIEIN S, $
500km R iRIZIT<EXRAHMERTTILAN—RHIZHEL TIL
IN—FEADSIETILIN—FFAILEEEINS, BA—E VIZA
Y. ZHROINNIL-TI)L=AYI)LJIIE/FHTERL. FIHBIE
BFAILIEEIENS, COH=YIZRAYREFEIENZKER.
CCTCERELTRENEBRET S,
BFAILIIIER=F2DNIILVY—LT. TFAETDE TN
BN TLAETAIIINEEG TR 7N VI — L n#I300km T ik
DT ENSTHRDTENSINERTR ChUILIEEEEE
SIETHY . FAILAIBRZRVTIFEAE NFEFTLLES, T
DTMIABE . FRAI I B LEFNIZE>THFE T
LA $ B, PRI LALITEHLOLDI T T ITHY | 13
SkmIZEDFAILAIBICADNEET HELI124H5, SLITIEATR
N, Aot =ZAMAREZE, ZAMIETTLISRUT H
HR—r Y AR ETHI240kmDIEZEHFS . OO YA e
DEITYAZRELNDIZDODDEREZLDRFTRIZHIN, thdhiE
[ZEWNTLS,



http://www.google.co.jp/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UVJA-RmUEn0bQM&tbnid=Oz-shyAkvukIdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.voanews.com/content/egypts-new-democrats-ready-to-defend-nile-130848308/145966.html&ei=Me-_UfDjLoXDkQW9rYC4Cg&bvm=bv.47883778,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEHwMvkuNQFM3Yw9mkvs6f7BvlzXg&ust=1371619469553357
http://www.google.co.jp/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UVJA-RmUEn0bQM&tbnid=Oz-shyAkvukIdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.voanews.com/content/egypts-new-democrats-ready-to-defend-nile-130848308/145966.html&ei=Me-_UfDjLoXDkQW9rYC4Cg&bvm=bv.47883778,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEHwMvkuNQFM3Yw9mkvs6f7BvlzXg&ust=1371619469553357
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%96%E3%83%AB%E3%83%B3%E3%82%B8
http://ja.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E3%83%AB%E3%83%B4%E3%82%A3%E3%83%AD%E3%83%B3%E3%82%B6%E5%B7%9D&action=edit&redlink=1
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%AB%E3%82%B2%E3%83%A9%E5%B7%9D
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%B5%A4%E9%81%93
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%B5%E3%83%90%E3%83%8A%E6%B0%97%E5%80%99
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%AD%E3%82%AA%E3%82%AC%E6%B9%96
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%83%AB%E3%83%90%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E6%B9%96
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8D%97%E3%82%B9%E3%83%BC%E3%83%80%E3%83%B3
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%94%AF%E6%B5%81
http://ja.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E3%83%90%E3%83%8F%E3%83%AB%E3%83%BB%E3%82%A8%E3%83%AB%EF%BC%9D%E3%82%AC%E3%82%B6%E3%83%AB%E5%B7%9D&action=edit&redlink=1
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8E%E6%B9%96
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%90%88%E6%B5%81
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%99%BD%E3%83%8A%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB%E5%B7%9D
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%B9%E3%83%83%E3%83%89
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%B9%E3%83%BC%E3%83%80%E3%83%B3
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8F%E3%83%AB%E3%83%84%E3%83%BC%E3%83%A0
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A8%E3%83%81%E3%82%AA%E3%83%94%E3%82%A2
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%BF%E3%83%8A%E6%B9%96
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%9D%92%E3%83%8A%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB%E5%B7%9D
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%83%88%E3%83%90%E3%83%A9
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%83%88%E3%83%90%E3%83%A9%E5%B7%9D
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%A0%82%E6%BC%A0%E6%B0%97%E5%80%99
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%82%B9%E3%83%AF%E3%83%B3%E3%83%BB%E3%83%8F%E3%82%A4%E3%83%BB%E3%83%80%E3%83%A0
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8A%E3%82%BB%E3%83%AB%E6%B9%96
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%82%B9%E3%83%AF%E3%83%B3
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%AB%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AD_(%E3%82%A8%E3%82%B8%E3%83%97%E3%83%88)
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8A%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB%E5%B7%9D%E4%B8%89%E8%A7%92%E5%B7%9E
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%82%A2%E3%83%AC%E3%82%AF%E3%82%B5%E3%83%B3%E3%83%89%E3%83%AA%E3%82%A2
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%9D%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%B5%E3%82%A4%E3%83%89
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9C%B0%E4%B8%AD%E6%B5%B7

White Nile & Atbara
Seasonal

— July — Oct. peak

White Nile fairly
constant

1076/86400=11.57

flow in millions of cubic metres per day

8

@
3

3
S

400

300

200

100

o

May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr




Legal Situation:
eHistorically, Egypt and Sudan determined Nile water allocations.

¢1929 agreement between Egypt and UK gave Egypt 48 billion
cubic meters annually and Sudan 4 billion cubic meters.

¢1959 agreement between Egypt and Sudan allocated 55.5 billion
cubic meters (three quarters) to Egypt and 18.5 billion cubic

meters (one-quarter) to Sudan.

eAgreement assumed 10 billion cubic meters would evaporate
from Lake Nasser.

eTreaties resulted in virtual Egyptian and Sudanese monopoly of Nile water.
*No other riparian signed 1929 and 1959 agreements.
e|nherent incompatibility between “equitable share” arguments of

upstream riparians and “historic needs, established rights, and no significant
harm” arguments of downstream
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